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Annuad Report 1977

The Annual Genenal Meeting of the Inish dustralian Aisling Soclety
was held in the (lubrooms, 150-152 fligabeth Stneet, Sydney, on lednesday
ond Manch 1977, at 8 pun. The election of officens fon 1977 nesudited
as follows:

President: Rev.Fr Patrick O'Rounke

Hon. Secnetany: [ns “nne Stevens

Hon. Treasunen: Miss Mauneen Mcloughlin

(ouncid: Mn Peten Abotomey
Miss Rosemary Nugent
fliss Donothy Peyten
Miss Guen Gidligan
fins Joan tland
Miss (armed O'(onnon

Vice-Presidents: Mn Vincent Pike [ Life Vice-President)
Rev.Fr Michaeld 0'Sullivan
fn Brendon. 0'(onnell
In Plunkett Sweeney

The “nnual Report and the Hon.Tneasuren’s Statement wene taken
as nead (AU present having copi_ea} , and were adopted. The Annual
Genenal Meeting was then closed and wes followed immediately by the
monthly meeting, ot which wene shown films by countesy of Miss Dorothy
Payten, Inish Airlines, Sydney.

The twenty-thind Annual St Patrick's Jay Dinner was hedd at
Kei-Ron, laverley, on Sunday 20#h Manch and was a well-attended and
enjoyable function when 94 members and {riends joined the FPresident,
Fathen Patnick O'Rounke, in honouning the Jay. The special gquest of
the Society was the newly-consecrated Auxiliany Bishop of Sydney, His
Lordship Bishop Patrick Murphy, who proposed the toast "The Jay we
(elebrate" with some chomming reminiscenses of what he had been odd
as a young boy of his Inish heritage. His Londship, Bishop Javid (remin,
nepdied on behalf of the Society thonking Bishop Murphy, and,as clways,
his witty and apposite nemanks delighted his lListenens. The President
presented Bishop Munphy with o ¢ift of books o mark his fins visi
2o a function of Zhe Society.

A presentation of a cheque wes made by Fr Brendan Shiel #o Fr
Michael 0'Sullivan on behalf of individual membens of the Society, who
wished 2o expnress to Fn 0'Sullivan thein apprecintion of all zhe unselfish
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effont, doyalty and suppont he has shoun the fociely over many yearns,
as well as thein congrotuletions on the 252h annivensany of his Ondin-
ation. The gift of a gold pen was made to the Tneasunen, hliss Mauneen
Meloughlin, on behalf of members by Ma Vincent Pike. With it went best
wishes fon a happy and well deseaved avenseas holiday.

In Apnil, zhe Society was privideged #o hecn the eminent critic
and authon, and Jeputy-Genenald Manager of the A.8.(., Dr (Lement Semnlen,
speak on. the subject, "Snian O'flodan and His Place in IJnish Literatune.
This wes one of the most enjoyable and most appneciated addresses the
Society has heand im necent yeans, given in a nelaxed and informol sityle,
yet crammed with schodanship, wit and a grect deal of good fun.

In Moy, fn Peten Abotomey spoke 2o us about the charming and ne-
markable works of that engaging pain of. Inish authons, "Someavidle and
Ross".  In a most enjoyable zalk fin Abotomey was able #o convey to his
Listenens s0 much of the delicious flavoun of these wonks, with thein
manvellows portrayal of Ascendancy dlife, thot many of ws nushed home
2o dust off "fxpeniences of an Inish R, on nesodved #o beg, borrow
on steal the desined 2rneasunre.

Mns Joan lard gave a #nemendousdy intenesting. talk in June on
the subject, "The Islonds of Inelend". Few of us had any idec of he
numben of these isdonds and of the richness and diversity of thein
histony and culture, extending as they do back into neolithic Zimes.
This waes on exceedingly well-nesecnched talk, with solid {act skidfully
intemwoven with myth and nomance, and not a little hunoun. Did you
know Robent bruce’s spiden wos Inish befone this talk? (Be honest!)

In July, Mns Nauneen Whelan, of the Jwyern-(uddy 5chool of Inish
Jancing, gave a mosi detciled ond intersting descniption of Traditional
Inish Dance and how this has altered since the 1950's. These changes
in steps and technique wene demonsinated by a group of hen codounfully
costumed and Zalented pupils.

No meeting was held in Fugust as ourn scheduled speakeny fin
Philip Lee, who was to talk on the subject "Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu,
was called to Inedand unexpectedly on femily business. fin Lee has
agneed 2o give the zalk in 1978, e dook fomvand 2o hearing the

stony of the mon nesponsible for some of the eeriest stonies in the

English language.

In Septemben, Fathen Michael 0'Sullivan gave ws one of his most
delightful talks ~ ond there have been many of them - #his one "Recent
Sailing in Ineland". Fathen 0'Sullivan, schoolfriends Henny and Paschal,
and. the 83 yean odd Flsie ( a yacht ) made an unbeatable combination,
whether scouning the (oak coast fon mackenel, on coming in fLinst in
the annual (onk to Kinsale Ocean Race. e zhonoughly enjoyed the man~
vellous photography of some of Ineland's moszt beautiful scenes as Elsie
and fniends skimmed clong with all the panache of the (onrsain and none
of the idl-duck of Wolie Tone in the same watens.
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Oun dast talk for the year was in November when Rabbi Michael
Adony, of the Sydney (entral Synagogue, spoke on "Human Rights and
Hunan Duties”.  Inish born and the son of the (hief Rabbi of Jublin,
Rabbi ﬂloru(/ asked the guestion what gudai./Jm coudd ol{'./:e/L the present-
day wordd when we define our imperatives in tewms of nights - human,
legcrl, constitutional, etc. He Augyuzfed an. answer may lie in loo/u‘ﬂg
at the problem from the Jewish point of view - there is no word fon
nights in Hebrew. The Rabbi stnessed duties not nights - rich #o
poor, have o have nots. "Fonget ourn nights and assent oun duties.”
This was a stimudeting and provocative talk, which aroused much intenest
in the membens privileged #o hean it.

The annual (hnistmas Party hedd at Kei=Ron on 27th Hovemben 1977
ended the "isling Society yecn on a happy note; 55 membens and friends
Joined Fathen O'Rounke forn a buffet dinnen, which wes well up #o the
high standond of food and seavice we have experienced wo many times
at Kei-Ron.

tledcome new members this yeon are:
fins Pauline Littlefain
Mrs Kathleen Stnano
fin Tom (appdis
Mr Peten Gray
Miss Fay Dohenty
Mn & Mrs Kevin flunphy
M & Mas lladter Ryan
fin & Mns John Ryan
I & Mrs Michael Ryan
Mn & Mrs Peten Ryon
M & Mns Patnick Ryan
Rev.Fn John ficSweeney

tle very much negnet the nesignation, due to idl-heclth, of Miss
Middred 0'(onnon, a Foundetion Memben of the Society, and send best
wishes to hen from all in the Society.

The cunnent financial membership stonds at 58 membens.

We necond with great negret the decth, in Nugusz, af Miss (lare
Walsh, a dong-zime memben of the Tociety and extend oun very sincene
sympathy o hen sisten, Mns (athenine Bailey. We wish to expness sym-
pathy with oun President, Father 0'Rourke, on the necent death of his
fathen in Ineland, and Zo Mns Moya Lichtenbergens (nee gu/wp/ on the
death of her husband.

Oun thoughts are also with Miss Elizabeth O'(onnon, a valued
and long-time memben of the Society cnd a constant atienden at. meetings.
She has not been able to come necently because of ill-health. Ile send
our best wishes. Mns ‘verid Walden and Mrs John Hannis heve both spent
time in hospital durning 1977. We hope that 1978 will bning them bozh
nenewed and continued good health.
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We would Like to wish Mr end frs “nged much /uzppL'.neAA in thein

manniage. Membens knew lins 4ngel previousdy as Mary Leahy.

lle congratul-te Fn flichael 0'Sullivan on the 25#h anniverscny af
his Ondination o the Priesthood. e would also Like o thenk Fathen
0'Sullivan, who fon the past 18 months has seen to the printing of the
monthly notices and various neponts. JIn sa doing, he has contributed
very considenably to conserving the funds of the Society, previously
spent on printing, but, of course, at zhe cost of his oun valluable Zime.
Father O'Sullivon also stepped in at o moment's notice #o give the falk
ot oun Septemben fleeting. Fon these things and his continued suppont
we express oun thanks.

Oun sincere thanks once again o fir Senan Ryon, who has been our

Hononany Auditon fon many years.

e would also Like to thank the Knights of zhe Southern (rosa fon
the countesy and helpfulness they have shoun 2o us oven the past yean.

One of the wordd's foremost scholans of Inish and Inish~/lustralian
history, Professon Patrnick O'Farnell, of the University of H.S.J., who
has given the Society sevenad brnilliant lectunes in necent yeans, and
who had agreed o give oun Septemben talk, was unfortunately Zaken idl
at that time and confined 2o hospital. In spite of that, Professon
O0'Fannell wrote 2o the Society o say how much he negretited being unable
o fulfil the commitment and showed concemn that he had been able to give
us dittle time o find a neplacement specker. He hoped that we would
ask him again ot o future date.

We have alwoys considened it a great honoun o have Professon
0'Farnell addness us and zhe (ouncil knows that all the membens of the
Society widl join with them in sending oun very best wishes to Professon
O0'Farnell and oun sincerely felt hope that 1978 will see him Lully
nestored 2o good health.

One of oun most valued and faithful membens, fn Peter Abotomey,
member of (ouncid, has necently left Wollongong University, where he has
been lectuning in fnglish Literatune, and will be spending #this yean tnavel-
Ling. Peten has given us great suppont by his constont attendance, never
misoing a meeling since he joined the Society in 1975, although each
attendance involved a #rain #nip from loddongong and back. He has en-
hanced oun meetings by his knowledge and insight, by his humour and
friendliness. Hin #alk on "Someaville and Ross" was sunely one of the
best addresses the Society has heand and very much enjoyed. e wish Peten
well and hope whenever he settdes will be within commuting distance of
Sydney - a hope doubtless shaned with equal fervoun by the New South
Hades Railways.

To add oun speakens, who have done s0 much to make our meetings
enjoyable and infonmative, we send ourn sincere thanks.

5429/1.60[ on befta/[{f o;f iﬁe Counc\xl

(.L'\‘\/\A_Q./ \\,.\Q\SLA"»QA'\Q ~
Hon Secretany



THE IRiSH AUSTRALIAM AISLING SCCIETY.

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AMD PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR EMDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1977.

RECEIPTS. LAST YEAR. THIS YEAR. PAYMENTS . LAST YEAR. THIS YEAR
Opening Balance 4o, Lo 63.58 Postage 151.65 148.00
Subscriptions Received 524,50 436.50 Subscriptions 0/Paid Refunded = L. o0
Subscriptions in Advance = €3.00 Rent of Rooms 80.00 80.00
Interest Received 3.54 3.26 Flowers for Sick Members 34.35 L2 .00
Suppers 51.290 32.28 Suppers 73.20 63.00
Donations 48.00 14,00 Secretarial Fees 30.00 30.00
Proceeds of raffles 130.85 135.65 Cost of raffles 6£7.60 8.20
St. Patrick's Might Dinner 840.00 1,162.50 Cost of St. Patrick's MNight Dinner 817.00 1,143.50
Christmas Party L05.00 715.00 Cost of Christmas Party 407.00 687.50
Gifts for Guest Speakers - Hon. Treasurer 8.95 109.28
Stationery 12.93 2L .68
Donation Bishop Daly's Gift 20.00 =
Wreaths for Deceased Members 20.00 =
Phone Calls 2.00 =
Printing 155.02 70.95
Cartage = 3.00
. Closing Balance 63.58 211.66
$1,9:4,19 $2,625.77 $1,9Lh .19 $2,625.77
HON. TREASURER: Haureen Mc Loughlin.
AUDITOR'S REPGRT: The above Statement of Receipts and Payments is in my opinion a correct statement according to the books.

27th January, 1978.

SENAN J. RYAN, F.C.A.

Registered under the Public Accountants'
fegistration Act, 1945, as amended.



