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~lThIDAL REPORT 197 5 
The Annual General Meeting of the Aisling Society of Sydney was held 

in the Clubrooms, 150-152 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, on 26th February, 1975 
at 8 p.m. The election of officers for 1975 resulted as follows:- 

President~- 

Vice Presidenti- 

Hon. Secretaryi­ 

Councili- 

Dr. Plunkett Sweeney 

Mr. James Meagher (Life Vice-President) 
Hiss Mar-J Hegarty (Life Vice-President) 
Rev. Fr. III. J. O'Sullivan 
Nr. Vincent Pike 
Mr. Brendan O'Connell ..,- . 1'IJ P1 'm''/..c .Ai.L {-tl!rv -1 ,,.e(;.~1.4,U-, l'lVh -rfJ-" 
}1rs. Lnne Stevens 

Nr. P. J. Daly 
Mrs. fame Feely 
Niss Dorothy Payten 
Rev. Fr. P. 01Rou.rke 
Hiss Carmel 01Connor 
Miss Gwen Gilli5"8.n 

) 

The Annual Report and the Hon. Treasurer's Statement were taken as read 
(all present having copies), and adopted. Lt the end of the formal meeting 
two Irish films were shown. 

The twenty-first Annual St. Patrick's Day Dinner at Kei-Ron, Waverley 
on lfonday 17th Narch, 1975, was a friendly and enjoyable evening with 144 
members and friends honouring the Day, with our Chairman the President, Dr. 
Sweeney who proposed the toast of "The Day We Celebrate11• The toast of "The 
Aisling Society" was proposed by Hr. Vincent Pike. A special part of the 
St. Patrick's Day Dinner was the presentation to Miss l'f.iary Hegarty of a copy 
of the 9th century illuminated 1'faster_piece "The Book of Kells" with the 
c;:ratitude and affection of all members. The Book contained an inscription 
reading~- 

"Presented to i:fary M. Hegarty on the occasion of her election as 
Life Vice-President of the Society and in appreciation of her 
loyal9 devoted and unceasin5 efforts on its behalf over 21 years. 

St. Patrick1sDa.y, 197511• 

l'Iiss Hegarty made a gracious reply which was enthusiastically applauded 
by all. Musical items were eiven by Mr. & Mrs Tom McTaggart and Hiss Anne Nelia. 
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In April, Father Michael O'Sullivan gave a delightful and info:r::mative talk 
on "Irish High Crosses" illustrated with some truly beautif'u.l coloured slides 
and enlivened with the humour that we enjoy so much in Father O'Sullivan's talks. 

In May, an outstanding address of great Irish-Australian interest was given 
by Rev. Father Francis Mecham, Rec·i;or of St. Hichael1s College, University of 
Sydney on "The Life and Work of John O1Brien". 11John O'Brien" was, of course, 
the famous Irish-Australian poef and l)riest, Monsignor Hartigan, also an uncle 
of Father Mecham. 

The June meeting was a talk on the Kerry patriot Thomas Ashe, who fought 
in the Easter Uprising in 1916 and died frora forcible feeding while on hunger 
strike in 1917. This interostinc subject was dealt with with great sympathy 
and insight by Rev. Father Patrick O1Ilourke. 

The July meeting heard a talk by Professor Partick O1Farrell on "The 
) J,.ustralian League for an Undivided Ireland 1948-1954". This surely must have 

been one of tho most distinsuished addressee tho society has had in recent times. 
A first-class example of the research of a professional historian and an acknow­ 
ledged expert in the field, Dr, OfFarrell was as always hard-hitting, controversial, 
sti.mulating and often amusing. 

A beautiful and most unusual film 111~ Bird's Eye-View of Ireland" was shown 
at tho August r-leeting, it vro.s filmed entirely from the air and the views of 
city and country, fascinating and evocative. 

J.V'.tr, Po.ul Sheridan of the Irish Export Board spoke at our September meeting 
on "Industry in Ireln.nd Today". This talk gave the complete lie to the notion 
that discussions on economic and business matters are of necessity dry, statistical 
nnd boring. Tho lecture was full of info:nnation, human interest and humour n.nd 
the leno'>"th of question time fully demonstrated the extent of interest engendered 
by the speaker. 

In November, tho Lisline Society visited St. Partick1s Collecre, Manly for a 
tour of the building including an opportunity to browse in tho library ( especially 

) in the fine collection of books of Irish interest, a goodly number bequeathed to 
St. Patrick's by Mr, Brian rncGroth, Founder-President of the Aisling Society) and 
to see other treasures of Irish-Lustr2..lian intere::;t including the vestments of 
newly canonised St, Oliver Pl.unke+c, 'I'ho tour was conducted by lir. Terry Duff, 
a seminarian, owing to the illness nt tho.t time of Father Neal Collins, member 
of the Lislini3' Society and President of St. Pa trick I s who had very kindly 
arranged the tour for us, \fo woul.d like to record our sincere thanks to Father 
Collins, one of our most loved and vo.lued members o.nd hope 1976 will see him 
fully restored to health. 

The Annual Christmas Party Has held at Kei-Ron, Waverley, on 7th December, 
1975. Ninety-six members and friends spending an enjoyable evening with the 
President, Dr, Plunkett S\Toeney and Hrs Sueenoy and special invited GUests 
l-'fr, Eamon Ceannt, Director-General of Bord Fail te Eireann and his l~rrer 
for New Business, Nr. Paddy Gleeson. Hr, Ceannt spoke on Irish Tourism and 
answered questions from members, IIr. & Mrs Tom l'IcTac[,rart entertained us with 
a well-chosen and much approciated musical lJroe:romme and Hiss Maureen l'-IcLoUGhlin 
ran a most successful raffle. The members with a written vote decided by 67 vote□ 
to 15 to continue the "Buffet" dinner introduced by request this year at suboequent 
Christmas parties9 retaining the more formal dinner on St, Patrick's night. 



. 3. 

Donations given by members of the Aisling Society towards helping 2.. 
distressed Irish fnmily newly 2.rrived from Belfast amounted to ~~75. The total 
raised for the family among Sydney Irish 8ocicties was finr1,lly in excess of 
~~1, ooo. 

Welcome new members this year are~- 
r!irs N. Cupi tt, Mrs H.ary Teychern.1e, Miss Roaeraary NuGent, fuss Bridie Ball, 

Hiss ICD.thleen Nolan, Hr. Peter Abotomey, JYirs L. Dixon and l'Tr. Sean Kearns. 

The current fin2.ncial membership stands at 54. In G.ddition to Lislinc functions 
members have supported the annual, fuster Nonday Concert for Civilian Relief in 
northern Irelc:md and the dinner held at the home of Nrs Anne Stevens in support 
of tho Michael Collins Neraorial Founcl2..tion furthering education in Ireland. 

We record Hith great reGTet the deaths of two lon&; standinrr and very 
) valued members of the Lislinc- Society duri1-ic; 1975. 

The recent death of Hr. James l~nthony Heagher is a sad loss to our Society. 
He was a fonndn.tion member in 1954, on the first Council, our third President 
(1957-1958) and of recent years a Life Vice President. Senior partner in 
the law fi:r:m of Neacher and de Ccek, and prominent in legal and academic 
circles in Sycl110;'},~, James MeaG]:1er was an urbane and ,vitty public speaker­ 
(years before his prizes at U.C.D. included the 0old medal for oratory) both 
on fo:r:mal occasions and as an after-dinner raconteur. He was for a time 
President of the English Association, as also of the University of Sydney 
Kabeiroi wininG and dining society. By thec1 and by u0 he was speci2.lly 
esteemed for his talks on James Joyce andM. B. Yeats. L.s 0, member of our 
society he was a relie.ble c111d. helpful friend and alwa,ys the best of company. 
Uc offer his vife lingela and his son and daughter our sincere sympafhy, 

) 

Hrs Boa Kinsella (nee Ifurney) who like her old friend, Father F. X. O'Brien 
SeJ., reached the age of 90, was yoaro ti,co one of the first women court reporters 
in Australia. Her husband, who predecensec1 her by many yeo.rs was a member of the 
well-lmown le[;'[',l fmnily of Kinselle... Nrs Kinsella was a feminist of the e l.egarrt 
and courteous style, President of St. Joan Is Ent.ernat Lonal. Alliance, and ve.lued 
delesa,te to the Nat Lonaj. Council of Women, and a councillor of the Catholic 
Uomen Is League where her special interest ,,ras tho work of the Brown Nurses. She 
was a foundation norabe.r of Lislinc and for some years on its Council. She was 
always a most cha,ming, helpful ancl admired meraber and friend. 

The Society also noted with sincere rec;ret tho death in Ilome on 5th January, 
1975, of Hn; Gerard Woods, wife of I-I. E. Er. Gerard 'I.foods, Irish i1L1bassador to 
the Holy See. llr. & Nrs Woods had left Canberra in December, 197 4 on completion 
of Mr. Wood's term as L..mbass2.dor to 1\ustroli[l,, durinc- which time they had attended 
Lisling functions. Hrs. '\foods, formerly Niss Fionnunla Devlin was the daughter 
of parents prominent in the strugc~e for independence end the sister of the 
noted Irish poet and Ll.lllbassador Denis Devlin who died in 1959 also in Rome. 
The Society conveyed the sincere sympatby of its members to His Excellency 
and his family. 

In common ui th Iriohruon everyuhere the llislinc Society felt a sense of 
deep loss on hearing of the death on 29th August, 1975 of the fo:r:mer President 
of Ireland, Mr. Daraon Do Valera, scholar, patriot, soldier, politician and elcl_er 
statesman whose contribution to twontith century Ireland needs no recounting here. 



The decision that a Requiem fuss should be held for the late President originated 
within the LislinB Society and was held at St. 1''hry1 s Cathedrol on Sopteuber 9th 
and was concolebrated by His Eminence Cardinal Freeman. His Lordship Bishop 
Hu.ldoon, His Lordship Bishop Cremin and nany Irish priests including members of 
tho Lisline Society - noons then Father r'iichn.el O I Sulli van, The lessons wore 
road by II. TI:. The Irish Ambassador-, l'!J.r. 1',. O'Riordan and the Hon, Secretary 
of the Li sling Society, Hrs Lnne Stevens. L. telec;r2n was sent to the President 
of Ireland conveyinc the sympathy of the society to Hr. Do V2..lera1s fru:J.ily 
and tho Irish people and thio was e,--mciously acknowkedged , 

1'1by they all rest in peace, 

I1er.1bers also attended the I'hso held in Novembe r at Concord to celebrate 
tho canonisation of St. Oliver Pl.unket't , 

) Our thouchts are also with our lone-te:rm ['.,!ld valued member Rev. Father 
11. J3. Ozehcn who retired in ill hoal, th to Ireland in 1975. 

We llOuld like to thnnk the I.H.A.. and Gaelic Club for displayinc 
notices of our noetincs and also Coriho .. ltas Ceoltoiri Eireann for notine 
our activities in their monthly bulletins. To ther.1 all and to everyone 
who has helped over the past ye2..r vo send thanks and best ,,ishes. We are 
pleaGed also to thank tho "Ifuichts of the Southern Cross" for the courtesy 
and helpfulness tlmy have chown us at all tines. 

1fo end by thankinc all specke.rs who have made our meetinG's informative and 
enjoynble. 

SiGTied on behalf of the Council, 

' ) 
Anne Stevens 
Hon. See-i'etary 
February, 1976. 
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Till! AIS;LIJ:.!G SOCIErY OF SYDNEY 

STATEMEilT OF REGEIPI'S AND P4"YMENTS FOR TEE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEr-mER. 1915,, 

RECEIPI'S Last Year This Year P.ll.YMENTS Last Year This Year 
Opening Bala.nee 172.07 143.27 Postage & Stationery 83,90 100.20 

Subscriptions Received 305.00 270.00 Printing 168.86 251,88 
Subscriptions in Advance 10.00 - Rent of Roons 60.00 10.00 
tnterest Received 5.57 4,58 Flouers & Fruit for Sick l"ieobers 20.80 23.95 
Suppers 22.19 32,88 Suppers 46,70 61.40 
Bishop's Robes 299.00 - Bishop's Robes 314,80 

Donation 3.00 - Secretarial Fees 25.00 30.00 

Proceeds froo Baffles - 115.40 Ldvertising 4.00 25.00 
Gifts to Guest Speakers 22.00 6.00 

Wreath for Fr. F. X. O'Brien 10.70 

Earle :Ewily Appeal - 59.00 Donation Earle Far::.ily Appeal - 75.00 
St. Patrick's Night Dinner 1,428.00 1,269.00 Cost of St. Patrick's Night Dinner 1,395.40 1,192.90 

Easter Concert 85,00 - Cost of Easter Concert 85,00 

Cbristoas Party 773.00 870,00 Cost of ChristI::12.s Party 721.00 860.00 

Cost of Cable reg Late E, De Valera - 7.40 
Closing Balance 1~3.2z ~0-&0 

$3,103.43 $ 2,764.13 8 3,103.43 $2,764.13 

HON. T.REl.stJRERg Maureen McLoughlin 

1,.UDITOR'S BEPQRI'g The above Stateoent of Receipts and Paynents is in cy opinion a correct stateo.ent according to the books. 

SENA.N .J, RYAN. F.C.A. 

Registered under the Public 1,ccountants 1 
Registration Act, 1945, as anended. 


